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Tribute 

Although there have been many positive developments since our April 
Newsletter and many of the goals we set at the beginning of the year 
are coming to fruition, we would like to acknowledge the challenges and 
loss faced by one of the families in Hluvukani.  It has been a sad time 
for Kippon and his younger brother Khulani.  Granny Mzimba who has 
cared for Kippon and his brother since the death of their parents 5 

years ago, passed away in July leaving Kippon who is still at school and not yet seventeen, to 
carry the responsibility of caring for himself and younger brother.  Having lost their 
parents, and now their Granny, the boys are reliant on food parcels from the local 
government and whatever support the community around them can offer.  You are both in our 
thoughts. 
 
Donation of funds 
Our first bit of good news came via a donation of US$500 from Jennifer and Brian Ghidinelli 
in California.  The funds were donated to purchase our own starting stock for the poultry 
initiative and get this off the ground.  As stated in previous newsletters, we want to provide 
the village with a ready source of protein through eggs and meat.  Locating laying hens of the 
right age that aren’t passed their prime has proved somewhat of a challenge and we have 
decided to purchase younger chickens that we can feed up and nurture into laying hens of 
our own.  Just last week after months of looking, Harry managed to find a supplier from a 
nearby village who will assist us with chickens of the correct age.   
 

Running the operation this way will hopefully prove to be more sustainable and offer a better 
chance of providing employment initially to one dedicated member of the community with the 
possibility to expand the workforce once output increases.  Although there are many people 
in the village who are willing to assist, the project is looking for someone to take on the 
responsibility and dedicate their time in full to making this a successful and long term 
resource.  At present, Harry and Smilling are spreading the word and looking for a candidate 
to take on the challenge. The funds are to remain in the bank account until we have found 
the right person for the job and all elements to ensure the success of this initiative are in 
place. Thanks Jennifer and Brian for making this possible, updates to follow. 



All expenses paid donation of soccer equipment 
Since meeting Harry and Smilling on a Holiday visit to South Africa in 2008, Ricky and Jayne 
Thwaites have made various contributions in both their personal capacity and through their 
involvement with Westend Junior Football Club.  
Westend F.C. first assisted through a financial donation, helping to get the soccer 
component of the project off the ground.  In July 2010, Westend Junior Football Club 

continued to show support for this project 
when they hosted a soccer drive to collect 
boots and uniforms to send to the Hluvukani 
Blackbirds soccer teams.   
For the remainder of 2010 and well into 2011 
the soccer drive continued collecting T-shirts, 
soccer jerseys, shorts, uniforms and soccer 
boots.   
In June 2011, 7 boxes filled with the fruits of 
this endeavour left Ricky Thwaites’ home in the 
U.K. bound for the village of Hluvukani. 

 

Another of our generous sponsors, Adrian Etheridge with G.A.S.E. Marine sponsored all costs 
and managed the logistics including door-door collection and delivery of the boxes which 
arrived in the village after an epic journey of over 17 700KM’s (11 000 miles). 
 

Harry was in the village to oversee the safe 
transfer of goods from the courier van to his house 
where the boxes were unpacked under the watchful 
eye of Niah and Flossie.  Ricky included two 
Westend 20th Anniversary T-shirts, which Harry and 
Smilling put on immediately for a photo to send off 
to Ricky and all who contributed to this most 
generous donation.   
 
Many of the 
uniforms 
donated 
were just 
the right 
size for the 
littlies of 
the soccer 
teams and 
many of the items were handed out to those 
present, while the remainder was put back 
into the boxes for those not in attendance 
to be given later.   
 
To date this is the largest donation of sports equipment the project has received.    



One of the founding principles of the Kunavelela Community Project is to develop a more 
community-based ethic within the village.  Putting this belief into practice, Smilling and Life 
approached the Headmasters of the four local primary schools with the suggestion of a 
Soccer Tournament.  Smilling proposed that the U13 teams from each school could 
participate in the tournament for a prize of a team’s worth of soccer boots.  
 

The Headmasters granted permission for their U13’s to participate and the youngsters 
turned up after school on Wednesday 3rd August to compete in the games.  The first match 
between Malwana and Khahlela Primary Schools was a fast and furious game with both sides 

scoring goals early in the match.  Malawana came 
out the winners against Khahlela with 4 goals to 3.  
The Second match between Matinkinya and 
Nwamachingele Primary Schools was more leisurely 
but both sides played well, with Nwamachingele 
defending their goals all the way through the match 
to win 2 goals to O.  
 
At 4pm, the finalists, Malwana and Nwamachingele 
Primary Schools strode onto the field for the final 

match.  Nwamachingele played a great game, scoring 2 goals to Malwana’s 0. 
Nwamachingele Primary School was named the overall 
winners of the Tournament.  Well-done Nwamachingele!!  
 
Shortly after the match, Tivani Shabangu from 
Malwana Primary School was named “Man of the Match” 
and received a small trophy to go with his new title.  
Vutlari Khosa was awarded “Player of the Tournament” 
for his sustained speed and skill during the two matches 
he played.  Although not part of the winning team, 
Vutlari received a pair of soccer boots for his effort. 

 
Tivani Shanbangu – Man of the match 



The following morning, Harry, Smilling, and Life attended the 
Nwamachingele School assembly for the official prize giving.  The 
Headmaster introduced the Kunavelela Team and thanked them 
for hosting the tournament before turning the stage over to 
Smilling to say a few words on the previous day’s events and hand 
out the prizes.  As promised, each member of the winning team 
was called upon to receive a pair of Soccer boots.  
           
 
Rotary endorsement for Kunavelela 
In late April, Andi Webster presented information about the 
Kunavelela Project to the Rotary Club of Bowen Island in Canada.  This recently chartered 
club was on the lookout for an International Project with whom they could foster a long-term 
relationship of support and collaboration.   
 
In late July, we received word that the Bowen Island Club has elected to put their full 
support behind the Kunavelela Community Project.   

One of the reasons this is such great news is that Kunavelela will now have access to a more 
diverse network through which to seek financial, technical and practical assistance for 
project development.  Direct collaboration with the Bowen Island Club and other Rotary 
Clubs offers support and assistance in addressing the larger needs of the project, which 
have been out of reach due to funding limitations.   
Proceeds from the first fund raising initiative started in early August will be used to 
purchase and install a windmill, water tanks and a simple irrigation system allowing for year-
round access to water.  This is a significant and profoundly positive step towards providing 
income generation opportunities, job creation and sustainability for the community through 
ongoing growth and development of the vegetable garden.  
Special thanks to the Bowen Island Rotary Club Board for their decision to support the 
Project, all Bowen Island Club members, and Dean Rohrs and Ken Wilson for district support. 



Project information: 
Please make sure you have our correct contact details: 
Postal Address: P.O. Box 873, Hluvukani, South Africa, 1363 
Physical Address: #37, Manyaleti Road, Hluvukani, Mpumalanga Province, South Africa 
Email: kunavelela@gmail.com 
Blog: at http://kunavelela.wordpress.com/ 
 
Banking Details:  
If you would like to make a financial contribution, please do so into the following account 
Account name: Kunavelela Community Project 
Bank: Standard Bank 
Branch code: 052752 Hoedspruit 
Account No: 0333 608 20 
Swift code: SBZAZAJJ (you will need this code if you are transferring funds from overseas) 
 

Our Sponsors and Supporters 
Due to space limitations we will no longer be listing all contributors in every newsletter. 
Please visit our blog http://kunavelela.wordpress.com/thank-you-to-our-donors-and-supporters/ for a 
comprehensive and updated list of sponsors and donors. 
 
Company Contributions 
Rotary Club of Bowen Island , G.A.S.E. Marine, Westend Juniors Football Club, SOVEE nl, van Haasteren Toyota 
nl, A Spring of Hope, Wilderness Encounters, Ringetani Cultural Programme, Betterplace, Woodcote House 
School, Sporting Chance, Tintswalo Safari Lodge, Sea Garden Bed & Breakfast, Wooden Wonders, Blake 
Attorneys, Plastic Soldiers, Van Eck Boreholes, 
 
Skills Contributions 
Suzi Webster – Blog design and maintenance 
Jordan Benwick – Technical support 
Lesley Blake – Legal advisement and assistance 
Corey Mah – Veg garden Logo design 
Jim Connor – Rotary liason 
 
Continued Support 
Adrian Etheridge, Ricky & Jayne Thwaites, all members - Westend Juniors Football Club U.K., Lorna Lewis, Kara 
Anderson and all donors, Schimmel Family, Julian Berkley and Woodcote House School U.K and all donors., 
Lodrick Manyetele, Julie Kramer, Suzi Webster, Jordan Benwick, Angie Buyers, Raymond and Tilly van 
Heerwarden, Michael van Eck, Brendan & Sherry Schmikle, Sheila Webster 
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