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Greetings again from the Hluvukani Community.  It’s been a productive year so far and we 
are hoping that with further support we will be able to accomplish much, much more. 
 

Late happenings 2010 
2010 ended with further donations of clothes, 
soccer equipment and school supplies when the van 
de Pijpekamp family went to visit the village.   Rick 
(12), Olaf (9), and Elin (6) decided after hearing 
about Kunavelela that they wanted to do something 
to help.  Having received permission from the 
principal at Aloysius School in Amersfoort (Holland) 
a box was placed in the school hall to collect soccer 
boots for the project.  Time was limited as the 
family were coming out to visit relatives in South 
Africa for the Christmas holidays but wanted to see 
what they could do before they left.  In 3 short 
weeks the children managed to collect 50 pairs of 
soccer boots, which were delivered to the Black 
Birds just before Christmas.   

Another donation was made by van Haasteren 
Toyota in Leiderdorp, who contributed 15 soccer 
shirts, some shorts and bibs that the van de 
Pijpekamp family delivered at the same time.  
Kunavelela received another surprise just before 
Christmas in the form of a cash donation from 
Gerda van Schaik and her work colleagues from 
SOVEE in Holland.  Joanna van Sandick, Lous 
Brouwer, Willem Lubbersen and Yvonne Hopma, and 
a number of anonymous donors contributed their 
Christmas Bonuses to the project in total delivering 
over Euro 225.   
Thanks everyone for your generous contributions 

and helping to make Christmas 2010 a special one! 



Soccer 
We were fortunate enough this early in the year 
to be able to send 48 Black Birds to a soccer 
tournament in Kanyamazini.  It seems that the 
Black Birds are doing well and are currently 
rated as the top team in the region in Under 14, 
15 and 17 age classes so were able to participate 
in a number of matches.  These teams made it 
through to the final of the Danon Competition 
and if they get through to the finals will have 
the opportunity to play against junior squads 
from Orlando Pirates.  Many of the players that 

are participating in the tournament are players that have shown a steady improvement under 
the caring tutelage of the coaching team.  There’s a real opportunity here for some of the 
boy’s to play on a National level if the National team Scouts that attend these tournaments 
see them in action. 
Latest soccer scores 

Wins, Draws and Losses 
Black Birds vs Phalaborwa: 3-0 
Black Birds vs Hubs:2-0 
Black Birds vs Rovers: 1-0 
Black Birds vs Eastern Rangers: 2-0 
Black Birds vs Cottondale: 5-0 
Black Birds vs Thulamahashi United:  5-4 
penalty shoot 
Black Birds vs Nkwanyazane FC: 3-0 
Black Birds vs Mkhuhlu United: 2-0 
Black Birds vs Magawume:  0-0      
Black Birds vs Vultures: 2-3 

The under 17 team is being coached by Colen Mathibela, who recently joined as a coach, his 
training and dedication has helped the older boys win many of their matches. 
Thomas Ngomane and Harry are coaching the Under 15 team and their big win against 
Mkhuhlu United was a huge coup for the team.   
The Semi-finals of the Danon Competition will be held at the Thulamahashi Sports grounds 
about an hour outside the village.   
Well Done and Good Luck for the Semi’s Black Birds  
 
Westend Junior Football Club in the UK continues with the drive to collect soccer boots for 
all members of the Black Birds teams.  Ricky Thwaites and all involved are nearly at their 
target of collecting 250 pairs of Soccer boots to send to the village.  Please check out 
http:/www.westendjuniors.com/ for more information on this initiative.  If anyone is 
prepared to assist with transport arrangements or costs in getting this donation from the 
UK to Hluvukani village, please let us know.  We would be most appreciative of the assistance. 
This contribution and Westend Juniors continued support is of real value to the project and 
those in the village interested in playing soccer.  Membership and support is growing by the 
day with over 200 boys trying out for permanent Black Birds positions.     



Veg Garden  - Water at last 
In September and November 2010, the project received funds from the efforts of Kara 
Anderson’s “Say Something” Campaign and Sheila Webster’s “Bulbs for Broccoli” Campaign 
through which sufficient funding was raised to start the process of ensuring a year round 
water supply to the Vegetable garden.    

On a clear and sunny February morning, the drilling 
rig drove through the village and made it’s way 
down to the veg garden accompanied by an 
entourage of children, Granny’s and Harry and 
Smilling.  Drilling had to be postponed a number of 
times due to the amount of rain the area received 
this summer.  On the first clear day however, once 
the earth and rutted roads had dried a little, the 
truck arrived as promised.   

 
Brendon Schmikl, one of our long time supporters and collaborator with “A Spring of Hope” 
organised for the drilling to be done whilst the machinery was in the area.  Drilling started 
on 14th and was completed on the 18th February this year.  The borehole is seventy meters 
deep and will provide year round water to 
the vegetable garden making it easier to 
supply seasonal vegetables for the 
community.    
 
There is still much to do however before 
there is regular water available and we 
continue to raise funds so that the pump, 
pipes and tanks can be purchased and 
installed.  Work has begun to ready the 
earth for planting in the dry season.  Thanks 
to all those who helped in any way, this is a 
real milestone for the project. 



Other News 
Niah and Flossie continue their work in the 
community to make life more comfortable for 
those individuals and families affected by HIV 
and AIDS.   At present, funding is limited to 
assist in other ways but we hope to provide 
Niah with more financial assistance as soon as 
we can.  Niah has also identified the need for 
a crèche in the village but this will have to wait 
until we can raise further funds.  Niah was still 
handing out clothes well into the New Year 
from the huge clothing donation we received 
from the Steyn Family.  Many donations have 

been made of children’s clothing but this is the first donation we have had of adult male and 
female clothing and it’s made all the difference. 
 

Other news 
Fundraising initiatives 
Tote Bags 
Kara Anderson has personalised and printed tote bags with the vegetable 
garden logo that will be sold in the US.  Funds raised will go towards 
completing the irrigation infrastructure needed in the vegetable garden.   
 

Coffee Table Book 
Proceeds from the sale of this book will go directly towards the Kunavelela Community 
Project.  As soon as work is complete we will provide details as to when and where this can be 
purchased. 
 

Some of our 2011 Goals 
Young Laying hens 
It is imperative that we get young laying hens if we are going to provide a 
regular source of protein in the village.  So far we have only been able to 
purchase broilers that are already past their laying prime but are a good 
source of meat.   
 

Regular funds for matches 
It is becoming more and more evident that there are some players within the Black Birds 
squads that have real talent and the potential to become players on a National level.  By 
being able to participate in regular tournaments and matches outside the village, the chances 
for these players to be spotted by scouts and have a better life through sport increase 
dramatically. We will be trying to assist them wherever possible. 
 
Rotary International  
Andi Webster, has been invited to give a presentation to the Rotary Club on Bowen Island.  
This small club is on the lookout for an International Project to assist and we hope they will 
elect to support the Kunavelela Community Project. 



Project information: 
Please make sure you have our correct contact details 
Postal Address: P.O. Box 873, Hluvukani, South Africa, 1363 
Physical Address: #37, Manyaleti Road, Hluvukani, Mpumalanga Province, South Africa 
Email: kunavelela@gmail.com 
Blog: at http://kunavulela.wordpress.com/ 
 

Banking Details:  
If you would like to make a financial contribution, please do so into the following account 
Account name: Kunavelela Community Project 
Bank: Standard Bank 
Branch code: 052752 Hoedspruit 
Account No: 0333 608 20 
Swift code: SBZAZAJJ (you will need this code if you are transferring funds from overseas) 
 

Our Sponsors and Supporters 
Once off contributions 
Brad Bing, Beverly Lorna, Van Coller Family, Mr. Kent, Family Graham, Elizabeth & Daniel Kinnier, Elizabth & 
Jonathan Kitchen, Sarah & Ulrik Lorenteen, Alastair & Claire Hickey, Chris & Christine Steinke, Andrew & Helen 
McLane, Anthony Matthews, Ann & Sarah Sherman, Brendon & Sherry Schmikl 
Sophie & Matt Barnett, Family Willams, Steve & Desiree Gunderson, Shirley-Ann & Frank Beretta, Lee Bowen, 
Abi Carillo, Cora Vonk, Corri, Ian Armstrong, Shelly Gordon, James & Amy Hazell, Pam & Bob Thompson, Judith 
& Barry Gray, Johnathan Trench, Anura & Sarojininie Alawattegama, Steven & Sharon Smith, Charlotte & Cecile 
Narboni, Angie Byars, Matthew and Tiffany Steyn Marion & Keith Dixon 
Bradley & Lisa Tanner, Andrew & Melanie Addison, Fiona & Ian Shea, Darren & Marion Cook, Neil Chakoff, Barry 
Axelwood, Ben & Alison Gordon, Steve & Meredith Westfall, Kelly & Robert Wilson, Barry & Jenny Greatorex, 
James & Stephanie Tomlinson, Neil & Hollie Cowling, Steve & Alexandra Sowerby Marve 
Calvin & Sasha Jack, James & Judith Roberts, Kenneth & Stephanie Wisdom. Victoria Stackwick, Jody Wensink, 
Ann & Paul Slater, Margaret & Andrew Wale, Daniela Chandler, Tony Carlson, Berin McCoy, Mss. Liebowitz, 
Gerry & Stella Reitsch, Nancy Brown, Joel & Ann Schwartz, James & Patricia Hubbard, Donald & Barbara Rowe, 
Mr. & Mrs. Melrose, Mr. & Mrs. Cadge, Rachel Davies & Ed Potte, Elna Hubbard & Danelle Knudson 
Dale & Carolyn Keller, Brian & Helen Burnett, Mark Miller & Gavin Madder, Bob & Jacqui Paul, Leslie Blake, Greg 
Ansermino, Mark Jones & Sandy Lau, Alex & Claire Clay, Don & Nina, Andrew & Angie Dare, Andrew Yell, Sidney 
& Jean Possick, Stephanie Fischer & Steven Flicker, Dorian Wilkes, Mr. Antwi, Mr. Edge, Alte Halversen,  David 
and Shirley Wrinch, & Mark Watters, Wes & Edie Sagawa. Iahn Cajgas, Anne-Marie Otto, Armand Steyn, Pieter 
Steyn, Gerda van Schaik, Joanna van Sandick, Lous Brouwer, Willem Lubbersen, Yvonne Hopma, Family van de 
Pijpekamp, Bodo Siebier, Julie Kramer, Paul Mason, Brian Masters 
 

Company Contributions 
Adrien and GASE Marine, Corey Mah Designs – Vancouver, Wilderness Encounters, Wooden Wonders, Open 
Skies Wild, Plastic Soldiers, Blake Attorneys, Eurobottle, Sea Garden Bed & Breakfast, Ringetani Cultural 
Programme, Sporting Chance, Bowen Island Garden Club, Tanda Tula Safari Camp, STE Transboundary Elephant 
Research Programme, Tintswalo Safari Lodge, SOVEE nl, van Haasteren Toyota, A Spring of Hope 
 

Skills contributions 
Suzi Webster, Jordan Benwick, Sheila Webster, Andi Webster, Corey Mah, Lesley Blake, Brendon Schmikl 
 

Continued support 
Andi Webster, Sheila Webster, Schimmel Family, Ricky & Jane Thwaites and Westend F.C. UK, Rick, Olaf and 
Elin van de Pijpekamp, Sarah & Alan McSmith, Kara Anderson. Rebecca Rothney, Lodrick Manyetele, Suzi 
Webster, Jordan Benwick, Raymond & Tilly van Herwaarden, Julian Berkley and Woodcote House School, UK,  
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