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2010 draws to a close and for all involved in the Kunavlela Community Project, we take 
the time to reflect on what has been accomplished over the last twelve months and look 
forward into 2011 with the purpose of continuing to Encourage Hope for all members of 
our village. 
 

2010 Overview 
The year started out destined to be a good one with all that hosting the FIFA World cup 
promised South Africa.  For the Kunavelela Soccer project this has been a year of growth not 
only in what we have been able to give the players but also within the players themselves with 
individuals such as Myself, Distance and many others growing in skill and confidence.  
Amidst the excitement of getting ready for the World Cup, Kunavelela received Non-Profit 
Organisation status in March allowing us to be more pro-active in our fundraising and more 
flexible in what we could accomplish. 
 

In June, the Kunavelela Project made its first appearance on the World-wide-web.  With the 
help of dedicated individuals whose patience, time and skills have been invaluable in 
communicating our needs to a much wider audience and helping the Project along the way to 
achieving it’s goals.  
 

It’s also been a year of trial and error with respect to fitting in with nature’s ways.  Since the 
vegetable garden was established in 2009, we had two very good growing seasons during the 
summer months, providing much needed nutritional relief to many in the village.  The dry season 
reality of no permanent water source hit hard and we had to come up with alternative solutions 
to assist those who had come to rely on this source.   
 

During the course of the year, we have had to re-evaluate a number of our objectives, due to 
practical aspects and funding constraints.  A chicken house took precedence over an office 
after re-assessing the more immediate needs within the community.  Training in farming 
methods although necessary would take breadwinners and only parents away from their homes 
for extended periods, bringing with it it’s own set of consequences.  
 

All in all a challenging and productive time with many more highlights than lows! 



Soccer 
The Soccer component of this Community Project was what started it all and in the early days 
between 1997 and 2002 was where Harry and Smilling’s attentions were focused.  They saw the 
need to get kids to remember how to be kids again, and encouraged them to play, barefoot in 
the streets with plastic bags wound into balls.  Today, through shear hard work, determination 
and perseverance on Harry and Smillings’ part and generous donations from our supporters, the 
picture is a very different one.   
 

In October, Raymond and Tilly 
van Heerwaarden, together with 
the Schimmel family made their 
first visit to the Village of 
Hluvukani.  For weeks 
beforehand, Harry, Smilling, 
Flossie, Niah, the Granny’s and 
the soccer teams had been 
organising for the event.  After I 
collected the visitors and their 
rather large package (that only 
just made it in time due to 
several attempts by the aviation 
gremlins to keep it in Holland) 

from Hoedspruit airport, we drove through to the village to get enjoy the festivities. 
 

We arrived at the soccer pitch just after 1pm, to 
find a marquee had been erected in honour of the 
event providing some shade from the scorching sun.  
Tables draped with bright white table clothes 
adorned with flower arrangements had been set up 
and the tent was lined with chairs borrowed from the 
local church. The final product a colourful and 
welcoming reception fit for visiting dignitaries.  The 
rest of the pitch was alive with supporters waiting 

for the games to start, music throbbed from large speakers set up 
at the corner of the field and a haphazard group of wives, 
mother’s, children and other family members, swayed rhythmically 
to the beat while sheltering under brightly coloured umbrellas.   
 
Harry made introductions and suggested we go to see the 
vegetable garden and the chicken house while the boys did their 
warm up’s in preparation for the afternoons games.  We all piled 
into the VW van, with Harry up front, directing the way into the 
small, winding, rutted lanes of the village.   
 



Arriving at the gates to the Vegetable Garden, we are met by 
Granny Asaah who directs our gaze to the waiting figures in the 
shade of a large Jackelberry Tree.  The rest of the Granny’s sit on 
grass mats, waiting patiently for our arrival, and as we come 
through the gates, a song rises from the group beckoning us to join 
them.   
Making our way across sparse, dry winter grass that has claimed 
back the tilled soil we are treated to a dance of welcome and 
introductions amid smiles and laughs.   
Harry directs us around the enclosed vegetable garden, sharing 
plans of trees to be planted and crops grown once there is 
permanent water from the borehole.  All the while he shares ideas with Raymond and Wim on 
how to combat the loss of topsoil and what methods to employ 
regarding fertilizers and compost.  Wim donated a large portion of 
the fencing to the project in 2008 and helped to source and 
transport the farming equipment from Johannesburg to the village.   
 

From the vegetable Garden we walk a little way into the village to see 
the progress on the Chicken House, which is complete except for its 
feathered residents, which will come later when food has been 
purchased to supplement their diet.  Harry explains the plans for 
providing the village with another ready source of 
protein in the form of eggs and chickens and invites 
everyone in to the house to inspect the finished 
product.    
 

After the various aspects of the project have been 
explained and questions answered, we all piled back 
into the VW and went to watch some soccer.  Niah 
greets us with her warm smile and draws us into the 
welcome shade of the tent.  The U14 match has 
already started and Harry gives a running 
commentary of who’s who and how far the young 
players have come, pointing out players with potential.  Before long, 
there is a time-out called due to injury and the young player allows 
Niah to lead him into the shade.  Niah administers to him gently, 
dabbing at his bloody nose, and as soon as the flow looks like it 
might be slowing, he’s up and back into play before Niah can do 
anything to stop him.  She looks up at us and smiles, Kids? 
 

After the U14 match has been played and the sweaty, exhilarated 
bodies have caught their breath, Harry calls everyone together 
under the tent, it’s time to see what’s in the big box.  After a few 
words of welcome to the visitors, Harry hands the floor over to Raymond, who not a man of 
many words, doesn’t make everyone wait in suspense, but tears open the box to reveal 186 T-
shirts, printed with numbers on the back and the Black Birds Soccer logo designed by Life on 
the front.  
 



There is one for each team, complete with spares for reserves, a different colour for the 
goalies and a number of Red T-shirts for the coaches in the team.  Raymond hands out shirts to 
the first team, and they run on to the field amidst woops and shouts to play their first match 
kitted out as Kunavelela Black Birds, expressions saying all there is to be said.  

 

 
 
In September this year, Adrien from GACE Marine 
contributed a substantial amount of funding towards 
the soccer project.  These funds have been used to 
kit out the first team players in full, supplying 16 
boys (reserves included) with Soccer Boots, shorts, 
socks and shin pads.  There is a little cash left over 
from this donation and the remainder will go towards 
transport to other venues for the teams to 
participate in matches and further improve their 

skills.  
 
 

The Betterplace need for soccer boots was filled to 
some extent by various anonymous donors and was 
completed in early December by a large contribution 
made by the Bowen Island Community in Vancouver 
through the sale of spring flower bulbs.  This need as 

stated on the website, will go 
towards purchasing soccer 
boots for another whole team 
of players with any extra going towards the purchasing of a few spare 
soccer balls. 
 
The drive for Soccer boots is still happening through Westend Junior 
Football Club in the UK, so far,150 pairs of boots have been collected, 
thanks to all those who have made the effort to help kit out the Black 
Birds.  For more info, go to http:/www.westendjuniors.com/  

 



Community Veg Garden 
It’s hard to imagine if you haven’t been in the village during the various seasons, winter and 
summer offer very different opportunities with regards to what can be done in the vegetable 
Garden.  In summer, when the rainfall is good and the earth can be kept moist, a variety of 
important vegetable and protein products can be grown to assist the villagers.  In winter 
however, without a source of permanent water, the land becomes barren and unproductive.  It 
was with this thought in mind that two of our sponsors made huge efforts in raising money to 
assist with sinking of a proper borehole.   
 

“Say Something”  
Kara Anderson from GeorgeTown, Seattle together with 
various helpers put together the “Say Something” 
fundraising event that took place in October of this year. 
Kara’s efforts raised over R13 000, the first and most 
substantial contribution we have had to date for a single 
component of the project which will go a long way to 
laying the foundations of a permanent water source for 
the vegetable garden.  Kara and her helpers are thinking 
of other ways to raise further funds.  Thank you 

everyone! 
 

New Collaborations 
It’s difficult enough to raise money on a regular basis and we 
would not have been able to do so if it were not for the 
willingness of different parties to work together.  Corey Mah, a 
design student at the University of Emily Carr in Vancouver, CA, 
allowed us to use one of his designs for the Vegetable garden 
component of the project.  Not just have we had the benefit of 
superior design skills, but Corey has also agreed to let Kara 
Anderson from the “Say Something” Campaign to us use the logo 
to print onto tote bags to raise further funds.  Thanks Corey! 
 

“Bulbs for Broccoli” 
Sheila Webster from Bowen Island, CA together with a number of close friends put their 

efforts into selling spring bulbs.  The “Bulbs for Broccoli” campaign 
sold over 50 thousand bulbs and they managed to raise just over R12 
000 from this initiative.   Plans are already going ahead for next year’s 
campaign.  Thank you everyone! 
 

Now that the rains have started, and are falling in earnest, the 
Granny’s, Joe, Sam and other community members are taking full 
advantage of natures generosity.   Efforts are being made to shore up 
the Eastern boundary fence to prevent top-soil loss and we will be 
giving “trenching” a go to see if we can assist with organic waste 
disposal while simultaneously introducing natural elements back into 

the soil for more nutritious and sustainable output. 

 



The Hen house 
 Now that the Hen House has been built, wire enforcements placed 
around the enclosure and sawdust on the floor, the chickens have been 
safely installed into their new home.  Various members of the community 
have taken up the responsibility of feeding, watering and cleaning out 
the chicken house.  In the short time that the chicken house has been 
functional it’s already provided a number of families with a more 
economical, more accessible form of protein than would otherwise not 
have been available to them in such ready supply.  There are still a 
few kinks to be worked out and the logistics of providing eggs to the 
mix still needs to be finalized carefully with respect to providing a 

balanced meal to the hens.  Slowly though, things are starting to take shape 
and we hope to be able to contribute to more families as things as progress. 
 

HIV update 
Apart from acting as sideline nurse during soccer games, Niah has proven to be a valuable and 
irreplaceable part of the Kunavelela team.  Her warm and friendly manner and generosity of 
spirit make her one of the many reasons this project is going from strength to strength.   

 
At the same time that Raymond and Tilly came to visit the village to 
hand out their Soccer Shirts, Karen Schimmel donated boxes of 
second-hand clothes to the project.  Flossie and Niah, being more 
involved with single parent families or sibling families on a home-
based level distributed to those in the dire need of help.  On their 
next trip down to the area, more boxes will be arriving from Karen 
and these too will be dispersed to those families and children in need 
of clothes.     
 
Just before Christmas Armand and Pieter 

Steyn and Anne-Marie Otto made another generous clothes donation. 
Their donation consisting of a number of large boxes will go a long 
way to providing clothes to both children and adults in the Hluvukani 
Community. 
    
Tintswalo Safari Lodge donated a number of items just before 
Christmas, which included, crockery items, slippers and bathrobes 
that will go a long way to helping Niah care for bed-ridden members 
of the community.  A box of children’s books was also donated, 
hopefully the beginnings of a library for everyone. 
 
It’s taken Harry and Smilling thirteen years to see their dreams come to fruition for a better 
life for the members of their community.  There have been many obstacles along the way, but 
throughout they have managed to retain a sense of humble determination and dignity, joy at 
both the small and enormous accomplishments they have made through their unwavering belief 
that they could make a difference to their world. 



 
 

Without the help of so many generous people 
giving so freely and generously of their time, skills, 

support and unwavering belief in the project, we would not 
have succeeded.    
 

Thanks to all of you for 
Encouraging our Hope! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We wish one and all a safe and happy Festive season, 
sending blessings and good wishes to you and your loved 
ones.  May 2011 bring only good things to you 
all.  
 
 
 



Project information: 
Please make sure you have our correct contact details 
Postal Address: P.O. Box 873, Hluvukani, South Africa, 1363 
Physical Address: #37, Manyaleti Road, Hluvukani, Mpumalanga Province, South Africa 
Email: kunavelela@gmail.com 
Blog: at http://kunavulela.wordpress.com/ 
 

Banking Details:  
If you are making a contribution on a monthly basis, please amend your records to the new 
project account below; we are no longer making use of the Tanda Tula bank account. 
Account name: Kunavelela Community Project 
Bank: Standard Bank 
Branch code: 052752 Hoedspruit 
Account No: 0333 608 20 
Swift code: SBZAZAJJ (you will need this code if you are transferring funds from overseas) 
 

Our Sponsors and Supporters 
Once off contributions 
Brad Bing, Beverly Lorna, Van Coller Family, Mr. Kent, Family Graham, Elizabeth & Daniel Kinnier, Elizabth & 
Jonathan Kitchen, Sarah & Ulrik Lorenteen, Alastair & Claire Hickey, Chris & Christine Steinke, Andrew & Helen 
McLane, Anthony Matthews, Ann & Sarah Sherman.  
Sophie & Matt Barnett, Family Willams, Steve & Desiree Gunderson, Shirley-Ann & Frank Beretta, Lee Bowen, Abi 
Carillo, Cora Vonk, Corri, Ian Armstrong, Shelly Gordon, James & Amy Hazell, Pam & Bob Thompson, , Judith & 
Barry Gray, Johnathan Trench, Anura & Sarojininie Alawattegama, Steven & Sharon Smith, Charlotte & Cecile 
Narboni, 
Bradley & Lisa Tanner, Andrew & Melanie Addison, Fiona & Ian Shea, Darren & Marion Cook, Neil Chakoff, Barry 
Axelwood, Ben & Alison Gordon, Steve & Meredith Westfall, Kelly & Robert Wilson, Barry & Jenny Greatorex, 
James & Stephanie Tomlinson, Neil & Hollie Cowling, Steve & Alexandra Sowerby Marve 
Calvin & Sasha Jack, James & Judith Roberts, Kenneth & Stephanie Wisdom. Victoria Stackwick, Jody Wensink, 
Ann & Paul Slater, Margaret & Andrew Wale, Daniela Chandler, Tony Carlson, Berin McCoy, Mss. Liebowitz, Gerry 
& Stella Reitsch, Nancy Brown, Joel & Ann Schwartz, James & Patricia Hubbard, Donald & Barbara Rowe, Mr. & 
Mrs. Melrose, Mr. & Mrs. Cadge, Rachel Davies & Ed Potte, Elna Hubbard & Danelle Knudson 
Dale & Carolyn Keller, Brian & Helen Burnett, Mark Miller & Gavin Madder, Bob & Jacqui Paul, Leslie Blake, Greg 
Ansermino, Mark Jones & Sandy Lau, Alex & Claire Clay, Don & Nina, Andrew & Angie Dare, Andrew Yell, Sidney & 
Jean Possick, Stephanie Fischer & Steven Flicker, Dorian Wilkes, Mr. Antwi, Mr. Edge, Alte Halversen,  David and 
Shirley Wrinch, & Mark Watters, Wes & Edie Sagawa. Iahn Cajgas, Anne-Marie Otto, Armand Steyn, Pieter Steyn 
 

Company Contributions 
Adrien and GASE Marine, Corey Mah Designs – Vancouver, Wilderness Encounters, Wooden Wonders, Open Skies 
Wild, Plastic Soldiers, Blake Attorneys, Eurobottle, Sea Garden Bed & Breakfast, Ringetani Cultural Programme, 
Sporting Chance, Bowen Island Garden Club, Tanda Tula Safari Camp, Save the Elephants Transboundary Elephant 
Research Programme, Tintswalo Safari Lodge 
 

Skills contributions 
Suzi Webster, Jordan Benwick, Sheila Webster, Andi Webster, Corey Mah, Lesley Blake,  
 

Continued support 
Andi Webster, Angie Byars, Matthew & Tiffany Steyn, Sheila Webster, Schimmel Family, Ricky & Jane Thwaites 
and Westend F.C. UK, Rick, Olaf and Elin van de Pijpekamp, Marion & Keith Dixon, Sarah & Alan McSmith,, Paul 
Mason, Bodo Siebier, Julie Kramer, Kara Anderson. Rebecca Rothney, Brian Masters, Lodrick Manyetele, Suzi 
Webster, Jordan Benwick, Raymond & Tilly van Herwaarden, Julian Berkley and Woodcote House School, UK,  

mailto:kunavelela@gmail.com
http://kunavulela.wordpress.com/

	“Kunavelela Vibes”
	2010 draws to a close and for all involved in the Kunavlela Community Project, we take the time to reflect on what has been ac
	
	
	
	2010 Overview


	Soccer
	Community Veg Garden
	
	It’s hard to imagine if you haven’t been in the village during the various seasons, winter and summer offer very different opp
	“Say Something”
	Kara Anderson from GeorgeTown, Seattle together with various helpers put together the “Say Something” fundraising event that t
	New Collaborations
	“Bulbs for Broccoli”
	Sheila Webster from Bowen Island, CA together with a number of close friends put their efforts into selling spring bulbs.  The
	Now that the rains have started, and are falling in earnest, the Granny’s, Joe, Sam and other community members are taking ful
	The Hen house


	HIV update


	Without the help of so many generous people giving so freely and generously of their time, skills, support and unwavering beli
	Thanks to all of you for
	Encouraging our Hope!
	We wish one and all a safe and happy Festive season, sending blessings and good wishes to you and your loved ones.  May 2011 b
	Once off contributions
	Company Contributions
	Skills contributions
	Continued support


